The Song of Songs by La Salle University Art Museum & Burke, Brother Daniel, FSC
La Salle University
La Salle University Digital Commons
Art Museum Exhibition Catalogues La Salle University Art Museum
2-1983
The Song of Songs
La Salle University Art Museum
Brother Daniel Burke FSC
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/exhibition_catalogues
Part of the Fine Arts Commons, and the History of Art, Architecture, and Archaeology
Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the La Salle University Art Museum at La Salle University Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Art Museum Exhibition Catalogues by an authorized administrator of La Salle University Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact careyc@lasalle.edu.
Recommended Citation
La Salle University Art Museum and Burke, Brother Daniel FSC, "The Song of Songs" (1983). Art Museum Exhibition Catalogues. 76.
http://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/exhibition_catalogues/76
T H E
S ONG OF 
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T H E  SO N G  O F SO LO M Q N  
The song o f songs, which is Solomon's.
E T  him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth:
I  For thy love is better than wine.
I  Because o f the savour o f thy good ointments 
I  T hy name is as ointment poured forth,
Therefore do the virgins love thee.
Draw me, we will run after thee:
The king hath brought me into his chambers:
We will be glad and rejoice in thee,
We will remember thy love more than wine:
The upright love thee.
I am black, but comely, O ye daughters o f Jerusalem,
As the tents o f Kedar, as the curtains o f Solomon.
Look not upon me, because I am black,
Because the sun hath looked upon me:
M y  mother's children were angry with me;
They made me the keeper o f the vineyards;
But mine own vineyard have I not kept.
TE L L  me, O thou whom my soul loveth,Where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon:
For w hy should I be as one that tumeth aside by the flocks of thy companions?
I f  thou know not, O thou fairest among women,
Go thy w ay forth by the footsteps of the flock,
And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents.
I H A V E  compared thee, O my love,To a company of horses in Pnaraoh s chariots.
Thy cheeks are comely with rows o f jewels,
Thy neck with chains o f gold.
We will make thee borders o f gold 
With studs o f silver.
While the king sitteth at his table,
M y spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.
A  bundle o f myrrh is my well-beloved unto me;
He shall lie all night betwixt my breasts.
M y beloved is unto me as a cluster o f camphire 
In the vineyards of En-gedi.
Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair;
Thou hast doves' eyes.
Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant:
Also our bed is green.
The beams o f our house are cedar,
And our rafters o f fir.
I am the rose of Sharon,
And the lily o f the valleys.
As the lily among thorns,
So is my love among the daughters.
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood,
So is my beloved among the sons.
I sat down under his shadow with great delight,
And his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house,
And his banner over me was love.
Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love. 
His left hand is under my head,
And his right hand doth embrace me.
.1 charge you, O ye daughters o f Jerusalem,
By the roes, and by the hinds of the field,
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.
TH E  voice of my beloved! behold, he comethLeaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills.
M y beloved is like a roe or a young hart:
Behold, he standeth behind our wall,
He looketh forth at the windows,
Shewing himself through the lattice.
M y beloved spake, and said unto me,
Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.
For lo, the winter is past,
The rain is over and gone ;
The flowers appear on the earth ;
The time of the singing of birds is come,
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;
The fig tree putteth forth her green figs,
And the vines with the tender grape give a good smell.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.
0  my dove, that arc in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, 
Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice;
For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.
Take us the foxes,
The little foxes, that spoil the vines:
For our vines have tender grapes.
M y beloved is mine, and I am his:
He feedeth among the lilies.
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away,
Turn, my beloved,
And be thou like a roe or a young hart 
Upon the mountains of Bether.
3 Y  night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth:
1 3 1 sought him, but I found him not.
1 will rise now, and go about the city 
In the streets and in the broad ways,
I will seek him whom my soul loveth:
I sought him, but I found him not.
The watchmen that go about the city found me:
To whom I said, Saw  ye him whom my soul loveth f 
It was but a little that I passed from them,
But I found him whom my soul loveth:
I held him, and would not let him go,
Until I had brought him into my mother's house,
And into the chamber of her that conceived me.
I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem,
By the roes, and by the hinds of the field,
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.
W H O  is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense,
With all powders of the merchants'
Behold his bed, which is Solomon's;
Threescore valiant men are about it,
O f the valiant of Israel.
They all hold swords, being expert in w ar:
Every man hath his sword upon his thigh because of fear in the night.
King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon.
He made the pillars thereof of silver,
The bottom thereof o f gold,
The covering of it of purple,
The midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters o f Jerusalem.
Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon 
With the crown wherewith his mother crowned him 
In the day of his espousals,
And in the day of tne gladness o f his heart.
BEH O LD , thou art fair, m y love; behold, thou art fair;Thou hast doves' eyes within thy locks:
Thy hair is as a flock o f goats, .
That appear from mount Gilead.
Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn,
Which came up from the washing;
Whereof every one beareth twins,
And none is barren among them.
Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet,
And thy speech is comely:
Thy temples are like a piece o f a pomegranate within thy locks.
Thy neck is like the tower of David 
Budded for an armoury,
Whereon there hang a thousand bucklers,
All shields of mighty men.
Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are twins,
Which feed among the lilies.
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away,
I will get me to the mountain o f myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense.
Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.
CO M E with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from Lebanon: Look from the top o f Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, 
From the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards.
Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse;
Thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes,
With one chain o f thy neck.
H ow  fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse!
H ow  much better is thy love than wine!
And the smell o f thine ointments than all spices!
Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb:
Honey and milk are under thy tongue;
And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon.
A G A R D E N  inclosed is my sister, my spouse;A  spring shut up, a fountain sealed.
T hy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; 
Camphire, with spikenard,
Spikenard and saffron;
Calamus and cinnamon, with all trees o f frankincense;
Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices;
A  fountain of gardens, a well of living waters,
And streams from Lebanon.
Awake, O north wind; and come thou south;
Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.
Let my beloved come into his garden,
And eat his pleasant fruits.
I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse:
I have gathered my myrrh with my spice;
I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey;
I have drunk my wine with my milk:
Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.
I SLE E P , but my heart waketh:It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying,
Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undemed:
For my head is filled with dew,
And my locks with the drops of the night.
I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on?
I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?
M y beloved put in his hand bV the hole o f the door,
And my bowels were moved for him.
I rose up to open to my beloved;
And my hands dropped with myrrh,
And my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh,
Upon the handles of the lock.
I opened to my beloved;
But my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone:
M y soul failed when he spake:
I sought him, but I could not find him;
I called him, but he gave me no answer.
The watchmen that went about the city found me,
They smote me, they wounded me;
The keepers of the walls took away my vail from me.
I charge you, O daughters o f Jerusalem,
If ye fina my beloved, that ye tell him,
That I am sick of love.
What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women? 
What is thy beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge u${
M y beloved is white and ruddy,
The chiefest among ten thousand.
His head is as the most fine gold,
His locks are bushy, and black as a raven.
His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters,
Washed with milk, and fitly set.
His cheeks are as a bed o f spices, as sweet flowers:
His lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.
His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl:
His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires.
His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold:
His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars.
His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely.
This is my beloved, and this is m y friend, O daughters o f Jerusalem.
Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among womens' 6
Whither is thy beloved turned asides' that we may seek him with thee.
M y beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices,
To feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies.
I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine:
He feedeth among the lilies.
TH O U  art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah,Comely as Jerusalem,
Terrible as an army with banners.
Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome m e:
Thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead.
Thy teeth are as a flock o f sheep which go up from the washing,
Whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them.
As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples within thy locks.
There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines,
And virgins without number.
M y dove, my undefiled is but one;
She is the only one of her mother,
She is the choice one o f her that bare her.
The daughters saw her, and blessed her;
Yea, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her.
Who is she that looketh forth as the morning,
Fair as the moon, clear as the sun,
And terrible as an army with banners?
I W E N T  down into the garden o f nuts To sec the fruits of the valley, '
And to see whether the vine flourished,
And the pomegranates budded.
Or ever I was aware, v
M y soul made me like the chariots of Ammi-nadib.
Return, return, O Shulamite;
Return, return, that we may look upon thee.
What will ye see in the Shulamite? s 
As it were the company of two armies.
HO W  beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's daughter!The joints of thy thighs are like jewels,
The work o f the hands of a cunning workman*
Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not liquor:
Thy belly is like a heap ofwheat set about with lilies.
Thy two breasts are Idee two young roes that are twins.
Thy neck is as a tower o f ivory;
Thine eyes like the fishpools ui Heshbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim: 
Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward Damascus. 
Thine head upon thee is like Carmel,
And the hair o f thine head like purple;
The king is held in the galleries.
H ow  fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights!
This thy stature is like to a palm tree.
And thy breasts to clusters o f grapes.
I said, I will go up to the palm tree,
I will take hold of the bouehs thereof:
N o w  also thy breasts shall be as clusters o f the vine.
And the smell of thy nose like apples ;
And the roof o f thy mouth like the best wine,
For my beloved, that goeth down sweetly,
Causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.
I am my beloved's, and his desire is towards me.
CO M E, my beloved, let us go forth into the field;Let us lodge in the villages.
Let us get up early to the vineyards;
Let us see if the vine flourish,
Whether the tender grape appear,
And the pomegranates bud forth:
There will I give thee my loves.
The mandrakes give a smell,
And at our gates are all manner o f pleasant fruits, new and old, 
Which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved.
OT H A T  thou wert as my brother,That sucked the breasts o f my mother!
When I should find thee without, I would kiss thee;
Yea, I should not be despised.
I would lead thee, and bring thee
Into my mother s house, who would mstrud: me;
I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine,
O f the juice of my pomegranate.
His left hand should be under m y head,
And his right hand should embrace me.
I charge you, O daughters o f Jerusalem,
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love, until he please.
H O  is this that cometh up 
Leaning upon her beloved?
from the wilderness,
I raised thee up under the apple tree;
There thy mother brought thee forth; 
There she brought thee forth that bare thee.
Set me as a seal upon thine heart,
As a seal upon thine arm :
For love is strong as death;
Jealousy is cruel as the grave:
The coals thereof are coals of fire,
Which hath a most vehement flame.
M any waters cannot quench love,
Neither can the floods drown it:
I f  a man would give all the substance of his house for love, 
It would utterly be contemned.
W E have a little sister, and she hath no breasts:What shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for? 
I f  she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace o f silver:
And if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar.
I am a wall, and my breasts like towers:
Then was I in his eyes as one that found favour.
SO LO M O N  had a vineyard at Baal-hamon;He let out the vineyard unto keepers;
Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of silver.
M y vineyard, which is mine, is before me:
Thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand,
And those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred.
TH O U  that dwellest in the gardens,The companions hearken to thy voice:
Cause me to hear it.
Make haste, my beloved,
And be thou like to a roe or to a young hart 
Upon the mountains of spices.
Among read ily  availab le  coirmentaries on the Song o f Songs the 
following should be mentioned: Ronald Murphy, The Book of 
E cclesiastes and the C anticle  of C anticles (New York: P au lis t 
P ress, 1961); Robert Gordis, Ihe Song of Songs and lam entations 
(New York: KTAV Publishing House, 1974); C. Bullock, Introduc­
tio n  to  the Old Testament Poetic  Bocks (Chicago: Moody Press, 
1979); John Craghan, Ihe Song of Songs and the Book of Wisdom 
(C ollegev ille : l i tu rg ic a l  P ress, 1979); and, most expecially , 
Marvin Pope, Song of Songs: The Anchor Bible (Garden C ity: 
Doubleday, 1977). Ihe te x t provided here i s  the King James 
Version, reproduced from the Doves Press B ible, 1903-05.
Ihe t it le -p a g e  v ignette  is  reproduced from the Grabhorn 
ed itio n  of 1922; the Etruscan torrfo scu lp tu re , from the Anchor 
Bible ed itio n .
THE SONG OF SONGS
One of the f i r s t  English tra n s la to rs  ca lled  i t  "The Ballad 
of B allads." More ty p ic a lly , however, we have ca lled  i t  "The 
Song of Solomon" or to  s tre s s  th a t i t  i s  the g rea tes t love poem, 
"The Sublime Song of Solomon," "The C anticle o f C an tic les,"
"The Song of Songs."
But what indeed i s  i t ?  And what is  i t  doing among the 
Books of Wisdom in  the  Bible? Is i t  simply a pagan c u lt ic  te x t 
th a t somehow wandered in by mistake and, with some uneasiness, 
has been allowed to  stay? A s a t i r e  on a beso tted  and aging 
Solomon among h is  many wives? An id y ll  of man and woman 
re tu rn ing  to  the lib e ra tio n  of Eden? A m ystical celebration  
of God's love fo r h is  people?
The book has c lea rly  had a long and troubled h isto ry  of 
in te rp re ta tio n , more extensive, perhaps, than anything e lse  in 
world l i te ra tu re .  I t  should a t  le a s t be pointed out here th a t 
i t s  numerous in te rp re ta tio n s  have usually  followed two basic  
d irec tions. The f i r s t  explains the poem l i t e r a l ly ,  as a 
celebration  of courtship and marriage, of human love and sex­
u a lity  created  by a God who "saw th a t i t  was good." Fran th a t 
basic prem ise, l i t e r a l  in te rp re te r s , especially  a f te r  Moses 
Mondeisohn (d. 1786), go on to  concern themselves with the 
l i te ra ry  genre of the work as a wedding song, a courtly  drama, 
a pasto ra l dialogue, or a c u lt ic  r i t e .  And they have sought 
some unity in what otherwise might appear to  be a co llec tion  
of separate  ly r ic s , p a rce llin g  out s tre tch es  o f the dialogue 
to  d iffe ren t p a rtic ip an ts  and proposing d iffe ren t basic  
themes.
A second lin e  of in te rp re te rs , a t times uncomfortable with 
the frank sensuality  of the poem, assumes th a t the w rite r  must 
have had an a lleg o ric a l purpose o r, a t le a s t ,  th a t i t s  se ttin g  
in  the Bible suggest th a t i t  should be a llegorized . So since 
the time of Rabbi Akiba (d. 135 A.D.), the poem has been 
tre a te d  as a parable of God's love for h is  Chosen People o r,
p a rtic u la rly  a f te r  Origen (d. 254 A.D.), as a celebra tion  of 
C h r is t 's  love fo r the Church o r o f the Godhead for the Virgin 
Mary. The great s p ir i tu a l  w rite rs  in  the C hristian  tra d i tio n -  
most p a rtic u la rly  Bernard, John of the Cross, Theresa—found 
i t  easy and appropriate to  extend the application  fu rth er to  
the  e c s ta t ic  union of the  soul and God in  n y stica l prayer.
And down through the cen tu ries, the  poets and dram atists of 
many nations have mined the o rig in a l tex t and these poetic  
app lica tions fo r th e ir  own work.
Among o ther elements, the  loose s tru c tu re  of the work 
i t s e l f  has perm itted such f le x ib le  app lica tions. There i s  
d ire c t discourse throughout the e igh t chapters of the work, 
but the speakers are not separa te ly  id en tif ie d , the 
addressees, only ra re ly . Scholars who in te rp re t the work 
as dramatic divide i t  in to  five  o r s ix  ac ts , and la te r  plays 
and can tatas have followed such arrangements. Those who 
think of i t  as a small anthology of love ly r ic s  divide i t  
in to  as many as twenty-nine p a rts . In e ith e r  case, a frag­
mentary n a rra tiv e  i s  in ferred , as, fo r example, an I s ra e l i  
king wooing an Egyptian princess or a g i r l  of h is  cwn people 
whose h eart, however, i s  s e t  on a shepherd of her own d is­
t r i c t .  But here as elsewhere, as one corrmentator remarks, 
the sec re t of the  poem remains a lock without a key.
In the la s t  century, with the r is e  of the p rivate  
presses, the Song of Solomon became the  most popular of the  
separate  books of the Bible being published. For b ib lic a l 
i l lu s t r a to r s ,  the book provided both a re lease  from the 
sp e c ific  requirements of d e ta iled  n arra tiv e  scenes and the 
opportunity to  t r e a t  the draped and undraped human figure 
more free ly . The i l lu s t r a te d  ed itio n s presented here from 
La S a l le 's  co llec tio n , one of the most extensive in the 
country, run the  gamut from the Pre-Raphaelite p ie t ie s  of 
Burne-Jones, through the earthy realism  of E ric  G ill, to  
the recent abstrac tions o:: Ronald King. But ju s t  as no 
contemporary poetic  e laboration  of the Song's ecstasy can 
be compared to  the "S p iritu a l C anticle" of John of the 
Cross, so no modern work of a r t  can match the imagery of 
B ern in i's  "St. Theresa in  Ecstasy." Nor do we have any­
th ing  to  i l l u s t r a te  the Song's theme of a love stronger 
than death as strong  and elegant as the fourth century B.C. 
Etruscan scu lp ture  shewing husband and wife in  loving
eirbrace. Though i t  i s  unrelated , of course, i t  may be, fo r 
a l l  we know, contemporary with the Song i t s e l f .
But what, we may ask, has the Song of Solomon and i t s  
images to  o ffe r  the man and woman of our own age. I would 
suggest, among other p o s s ib i l i t ie s ,
+ the  re a liz a tio n , as with the opening chapters 
of Genesis, th a t human love is  one o f the  
great g i f ts  of the C reator, a tang ib le  sign , 
when i t  i s  re a l, of His own nature
+ an in sigh t in to  the depth and sweep o f human 
love and, in  the repeated admonition of the  
Beloved to  the Daughters of Jerusalem, i t s  
necessary d isc ip lin e : "Do not arouse, do not 
s t i r  up love before i t s  own time"
+ a s tep  in  understanding, in  a C hristian  view, 
the sacramental nature and the independent 
ro le  of the partners in  wedded love and the  
mystery of the love of the  Creator fo r His 
creatures
+ in  the f in a l  view, a lesson about the 
f id e l i ty  of a love stronger than death, an 
idea q u ite  foreign to  the playboy and play- 
g ir l  ethos of our modern paganism and our 
increasing ra te  of divorce, but a lesson 
s t i l l  worth learning.
But i f  there  i s  anything of human o r divine wisdom to  be 
learned, those reve la tions can cone only as the  poetry 
and a r t  of the te x t unfold. And for th a t p o s s ib il i ty , 
the present ex h ib its  o ffe r , we th ink , a b eau tifu l 
opportunity .
Daniel Burke, F.S.C. 
D irector
CASE I
("The Wife B eater 's  B ible")
Imprinted a t  London by Jhon Daye.. .and William S e re s ...1549
This B ible, which brings together the best work of Tyndale 
and Coverdale, i s  a rep rin t o f Matthew's Bible o f 1537, rev ised  
and ed ited  by Edmund Becke. The annotations in Latin are 
reputed to  be by S ir  Francis Bacon. V i s  refe rred  to  as the 
'Wife B ea te r 's  B ible ' a f te r  the note in the F ir s t  E p is tle  of 
S t. P eter, Chapter I I I :  "he dwelleth wyth h is  wyfe accordinge 
to  knowledge, th a t taketh  her as a necessarye healper, and not 
as a bonde slave. And yf she be not obedient and hea lp fu ll 
unto hym, endeavoreth to  beate the feare of God in to  her heade, 
th a t therby she may be compelled to  leam e her d u itie  and do i t . "
80-B-311
1. The Byble...
2. Canticum Canticorum
P a r is i is .  In Collegio Italorum  
1539
Lent by Bryn Mawr College Library
3. Willeram: Abbatis in  Canticixn Canticonm 
Paraphrasis gemina...
Ex o ff ic in a  P lan tin iana
Apmd Christophorum Raphelengium, 1598
Bound in  with Francisci Jun ii FF 
Observations in  W illeram i. . .
Amstelodam:
Apud Christophorun Cunradi, 1655 
Lent by Bryn Mawr College Library
4. Sions Sonnets
Sung By Solomon The King And 
P eriph ras’d By Fra. Quarles
London, P rin ted  by W. Stanby fo r Thomas Dewe, and are to  
bee sold  a t h is  shoppe in  Saint Dun Stanes church-yard. 
1625
F irs t  ed ition
82-B-493
5. Canticum Canticorum 1590
Engraving by Martin de Vos (1532-1603), Flemish 
Published by Aegidus Sadeler
76-B-l (J )
6. The Bible And Holy Scrip tures
At Geneva. P rin ted  by Rouland H all. 1560
F ir s t  Edition
Queen Mary I, daughter o f Henry VIII and a m ilitan t Catholic, 
was successfu l in re s to rin g  re la tio n s  between the Church of Eng­
land and the papacy. The re su ltin g  persecution led  a group of ex­
i le d  English P ro testan ts  to  gather in  Geneva to  produce a rev ision  
of The Great B ib le , 1539 and various o ther tra n s la tio n s , under the 
guidance of the Reformed Church of Geneva. The tran s la tio n  was 
largely  the work o f William Whittingfram, a ss is te d  by Thomas Samp­
son and Anthony Gilby. In s p i te  of i t s  C alv in ist prologues and 
annotations, which made i t  suspect to  Church o f f ic ia ls ,  i t s  popu­
la r i ty  and use as a portable  family Bible produced no le ss  than 150 
ed itio n s between 1560 and 1640 a f te r  which time the  authorized Ring 
Janes version became the standard fo r English P ro tes tan ts . The 
Geneva Bible i s  sometimes re fe rred  to  as the 'Breeches' B ible due 
to  the reading Genesis Chapter 111:7 as: " . . .a n d  they sowed figge 
tre e  leaves together and made themselves breeches." (in stead  of 
"aprons")
81-B-400
7. E cclesiastes; or The Preacher And The Song 
o f So lemon
Composed in  the fount known as the King's Fount, Designed by 
Charles R icketts, and p rin ted  under h is  supervision fo r 
Messrs. Hacon & R icketts by the Ballanryne Press.
Limited E d itio n : 300
800-B-428
8. Cantica 5 .1
Engraving by Martin de Vos (1532-1603), Flemish
Published by Claes Jansz Visscher, the Elder 
(c. 1550-c. 1612), Dutch
76-B-l(J)
9. B ib lia  Sacra. ..
Palmagvar 1591
With woodcut i l lu s t r a t io n s  possibly by Tobias Stimmer 
(1539-1584), Swiss
79-B-232
CASE I I
The rev iva l o f the a r t  of p rin tin g  was launched by the 
English P riva te  Presses which reached th e ir  g rea tes t period of 
a c tiv ity  between 1891-1940. The establishm ent of these p resses, 
spearheaded by William Morris and h is  Reimscott P re ss , was a 
p a rt of the Arts and C rafts Movement, and sp e c if ic a lly  devel­
oped out of a desire  to  escape the mass production of books for 
p ro f i t  by mechanical means. Quality ra th e r  than quantity  was 
the key fac to r in  the production of these lim ited  ed itio n s . 
Handmade paper, spec ia lly  designed type, decorations, and 
i l lu s t r a t io n s  and a hand press were sane of the ch ief ingredi­
en ts employed. Utmost consideration was given to  the re la tiv e  
spacing of le t te r s ,  words, l in e s , and the position  of p rin ted  
m atter on the  page as w ell as the  unity  and harmony between 
word, i l lu s t r a t io n  and decoration.
CASE I I
Containing the Old Testament and the New tra n s la te d  out of 
the o rig in a l tongues by sp ec ia l conmand of His Majesty King 
James the F irs t  and now Reprinted with the te x t re v is e d .. .  
and ed ited  b y .. .F.H. Scrivener.
In five  volumes
Harrmersmith: Doves P re ss , 1903-05 
Limited ed itio n : 500 copies
77-B-74 (1)
11,-12. Hie Song of Solomon 1902
Hand Illum inated by Florence Kingford 
Limited Edition: 40 
Ashendene P ress, Chelsea, England 
Lent by Bryn Mawr College Library
13. The Song of Songs
Being Love Lyrics From Ancient P a lestine  
T ranslated by Morris Jastrcw
10. The Doves Press Bible, 1903-1905
1922
Limited E d itio n : 310
Prin ted  fo r The Book Club o f C a lifo rn ia  by Edwin & Robert 
Grabhom in  November, 1922
The decoration i s  by Harold Von Schmidt and i n i t i a l s  by 
Joseph Sinel
82-B-455
14. Hie Song of Songs
Called By Many The C anticle of C anticles
P rin ted  and published a t The Golden Cockerel Press a t 
Waltham St. Lawrence in Berkshire in the year MCMXXV
P rin ted  by Robert Gibblings. The i l lu s t r a t io n s  have 
been designed and engraved on wood by E ric  G ill
Limited ed itio n s: 659/750
78-B-176
15. Das Hohe Lied Salomo
With wood engravings and i n i t i a l s  by E ric  G ill.
P rin ted  a t the Cranach Presse, Weimar, Germany, 1931
Designed by Count K essler, s e t in a Jensen-sty le  
roman cut by E. W. Prince.
(Facsimile reproduced and p rin ted  in East Germany, 
1967)
77-B-R-72
CASE II I
36. The Song of Songs
Hie authorized version, together with a New T ranslation 
and Introduction and Notes by W. D. E. Oesterley
Engravings by L ettice  Sandford
Hie.Golden Cockerel Press, Berkshire, England, 1936 
Limited Edition: 204
Handset in  18 point Peretua, type by A. H. Gibbs
81-B-405
Woodcut i l lu s t r a t io n s  by Wharton Esherick 
The Centaur Press, Philadelphia, 1927 
Limited Edition: 525
Lent by The Donglomur Foundation, Villanova, 
The Robin C ollection o f Bible and Art.
17. The Song of Solomon
18. The Song of Songs
Which is  Solomon' s
Designed, decorated and hand illum inated with pure gold 
by Valenti Angelo fo r The Heritage Club
78-B-175
19.-21. Le Cantique Dos C anticles 
Engravings by Edy Legrand 
N. Matzneft. Editions Orion a P aris
80-B-244
CASE IV
22. The Song of Songs
Copper engravings by Ru Van Rossen 
London, The C ollectors Bock Club, 1950 
Limited ed itio n  3/100
The tex t in  Blado i t a l i c  type on English handmade paper 
by John Roberts Press Limited, London
79-B-266
23. Song of Songs (in  Hebrew)
I l lu s tr a te d  by Rafaelo Busini 
B erlin : A. Rugel, fo r Hans Strim  1923 
Limited Edition: 163
82-B-499
24. The Song of Solomon
Reproductions of drawings by Zeev Rabin, "B ezalel," 
Jerusalem
Publisher: Shulamite, Jerusalem
80-B-299
25. Le Cantique Des Cantiques De Salomon 
Etchings by R. M. Markel
A P aris Aux Depens Des Amateurs. 1937
79-B-64
26. The Song of Solomon
Published by Chapman and Hall Limited, No. 11 
H enrie tta  S tree t W. C.
With reporductions of draw ing by H. G ranville F e ll 
London: 1897
80-B-339
CASE V
27. The Song o f Songs
Love Poems from the Bible
Translated from the O riginal Hebrew by Marcia Falk 
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York and London, 1977 
I l lu s tra tio n s  (Reproductions) by Barry Moser
28. The Song o f Songs
Newly In terp reted  And Rendered As A Masque by Louis 
Golding
Completed during A pril, 1937, a t the Corvinus Press 
Limited e d it io n ;• 37/178
Set in L u te tia  type. P rin ted  on Medroay paper.
80-B-326
29. The Song of Songs Which i s  Solomon's
I l lu s tra te d  with photographs of sculp ture by 
Jacques L ipchitz
S. A. Jacobs, The Golden Eagle P ress, Mt. Vernon,
New York, 1956
Limited Edition: MCMLX copies
83-B-513
30. The Song of Solomon
A play by Hubert Osborne
1927 D. Appleton and Company, London, England
31. The Song o f Songs Which i s  Solomon's
A Wedding Masque
Harold Marland: A new version with drawings (reproductions) 
by Azael Pazuzu and an essay by Michael Adam out o f The 
Ark Press, Somerset, 1972
32. The Song of Songs
Text and comnentary by Robert Graves 
I l lu s tra tio n s  (reproductions) by Hans Emi 
Clarkson N. P o tte r , Inc ./P ub lisher New York, 1973
33. The Song of Solomon
Drawings (reproductions) by Shraga Weil 
Published by S i f r ia t  Poalim, 1968, Is ra e l
PRINT-STUDY ROOM
34.-45. The Song of Solomon
from the Old Testament w ith o rig in a l screen images 
designed and p rin ted  by Ronald King
C ircle  Press Publications (Guilford, England), 1968
Limited Edition: 59/150, signed by the a r t i s t
The te x t i s  based on the King James Version (1611), 
and handset in B askerville  Old Face and Monotype 
se r ie s  169; p rin ted  le t te rp re s s  by Seven Lozners 
Press L td ., Guildford on Bar Cham Green In p eria l 
140 lb s. mould-made HP sized  paper.
79-G-870
46.-53. Canticum Canticorun 
Das Hohe Lied
w ith o rig in a l lithographs by Gerhart Kraaz 
Ars L ibri Verlag
Gotthard De B eauclair. Frankfurt An Main, 
Germany, 1962
Limited Edition: 35/275, signed by the  a r t i s t  and 
the  designer (G. de B eauclair)
Type i s  monotype Bell-Antique
80-B-360
